
Thomas Hardy FRSE (1748–1798) 

Minister, Scholar, and Influential Public Figure of 18th-Century Scotland 

Born at Navitie House in Ballingry, Thomas Hardy rose from local parish life to become one of the most 

prominent churchmen of his generation. The son of Rev Henry Hardy of Culross, he studied at Edinburgh 

University and returned to his home area as Minister of Ballingry in 1774. His early ministry earned him 

respect for his eloquent preaching and his strong sense of public duty. 

A Rising Figure in Church and State 

Hardy’s talents — and the political patronage of Henry Dundas — carried him to Edinburgh, where he 

served at St Giles’ Cathedral and was appointed Professor of Ecclesiastical History in 1788. Though he 

published little in his academic field, he became widely known for his sermons and pamphlets addressing 

the major issues of the day: 

• support for constitutional government during the French Revolution, 

• criticism of the slave trade, 

• defence of the Church’s role in public life, 

• and rebuttals of the radical writings of Thomas Paine. 

Moderator and Royal Chaplain 

In 1793, Hardy was elected Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, the highest 

office in the national church. That same year he became Chaplain in Ordinary to the King and Dean of the 

Chapel Royal, reflecting his close ties to both church and crown. 

A Man of Influence and Local Roots 

Hardy was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh in 1795. After his father’s death, he inherited 

the Navitie estate in Fife and Charlesfield in Livingston, maintaining strong connections to the area where 

he was born. He lived in Edinburgh at Richmond Place and continued to preach, teach, and write until his 

death in 1798. 

Family and Legacy 

In 1780 he married Agnes Young, with whom he had nine children. Several went on to careers in the 

church, medicine, the military, and public service. Hardy is buried with his family in Canongate Kirkyard on 

Edinburgh’s Royal Mile. 

Though not remembered for scholarly books, Thomas Hardy left a lasting mark as a powerful preacher, a 

defender of the established church, and a significant figure in Scotland’s civic and religious life during a 

turbulent era. His story begins here, in the landscape of Benarty and Ballingry, where his early life shaped a 

career that reached the highest levels of church and state. 
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